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Reference Code (2.1): Student Organizations 832 History Honor Society (accession 
number 15-1)
Name and Location of Repository (2.2): Special Collections, Lane Library, Georgia 
Southern University, Armstrong, Savannah, GA, 31419
Title (2.3):  Sigma Theta Chapter of the Phi Alpha Theta History Honor Society Records, 
1971-2000
Date(s) (2.4): 1971–2002, bulk 1971–1990
Extent (2.5):  Collection holds the contents of two scrapbooks (14 x 12 inches and 10.25 
x 11.5 inches) including about ninety pages and seventy pages respectively, one three-
prong folder (9.5 x 11.75 inches) including one hundred single-sided sheets of paper; one 
three-ring binder (10.25 x 11.5 inches) including one hundred fifty single-sided sheets of 
paper.
Name of Creator(s) (2.6):  Sigma Theta Chapter of the Phi Alpha Theta History Honor 
Society
Scope and Content (3.1):  Records include the minutes, memorabilia, and membership 
files of Armstrong State University’s Sigma Theta Chapter of the Phi Alpha Theta 
History Honor Society. Minutes span the period from April 1971 to May 1984. Two 
scrapbooks, highlighting the chapter’s activities from 1971 to 1990, contain memorabilia, 
such as news clippings, photographs, correspondence, invitations, and programs. 
Membership files include the Armstrong students and faculty who were members of the 
society during the 1999–2000 academic year, as well as Armstrong-affiliated members 
ca. 2002. A significant gap for which no files exist occurs between the years of 1991 and 
1998.
Conditions Governing Access (4.1): Unrestricted
Language and Scripts of Material (4.5): English
Administrative/Biographical History (2.7):  On March 28, 1971, Drs. Roger K. 
Warlick and Jimmie Frank Gross submitted a petition to the International Council and 
Chapters of Phi Alpha Theta for approval to form a chapter of the history honor society at 
Armstrong State College in Savannah. Interest in such a group had existed on campus 
“[f]or about  a year,” according to the document, and as other files reveal, Drs. Gross and 
Osmos Lanier had already received funds from the administration to start the process for 
obtaining recognition from the parent organization. If given approval, the petition stated, 
the chapter’s immediate goals would be to “to encourage sound historical research, foster 
interest in publication, encourage better teaching on the part of professors, and develop 
an interest in graduate work for the student members.” These goals appear to have been 
easily fulfilled. By July 11, the Sigma Theta chapter had received official recognition, 
and in September 1972, was notified of its selection for Honorable Mention in the Best 
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Chapter Award Contest for chapters on a campus with 1,700 to 4,000 students. As the 
scrapbooks and minutes reveal, these types of awards were granted throughout the 
chapter’s formative years, and the records include many letters from Donald B. Hoffman, 
the International Secretary-Treasurer of Phi Alpha Theta, recognizing the Sigma Theta 
chapter for “outstanding achievements,” including the excellent student papers delivered 
at national conferences. In its first two decades, then, the Sigma Theta Chapter of Phi 
Alpha Theta and was an active society on the campus of Armstrong and regularly hosted 
social events to promote the study of local history, interaction with professional 
historians, and production of the students’ own scholarship.
Related Archival Materials (6.3): Additional material related to the Sigma Theta 
Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta can be found scattered throughout the Administrative 
Records of Henry Ashmore and Robert Burnett, in their departmental correspondence 
with the History department, as well as their subject and departmental files on History 
and Phi Alpha Theta. See especially Box 23A, Files 11 and 12; Box 23 B, File 1; Box 
50.3, File 32; Box 60.1, File 7; Box 61.1, File 26; Box 63.2, File 9; Box 64.1, File 43.
Access Points: 
College students—Georgia—Societies, etc.
History—Societies, etc.
Phi Alpha Theta. Sigma Theta Chapter (Armstrong State University).
Student Activities—Georgia—History.
Armstrong State College—Societies, etc.
Armstrong State College—Students—History—20th century.
Armstrong Atlantic State University—Societies, etc.
Armstrong Atlantic State Univeristy—Students—History—20th century.
Armstrong State University—Societies, etc.
Armstrong State Univeristy—Students—History—20th century.
